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Abstract

In the 2002 fiscal year the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology approved an action plan to improve English education in Japan
with the aim of fostering an increase in the number of Japanese with English
language abilities (2003 - 2007). Since then there has been a significant increase
can be seen in the number of primary schools that provide English language
education.

However, there have been a large number of reports from teachers at primary
schools indicating their confusion and lack of confidence in relation to teaching
English to their students. It is understandable that there is some bewilderment
amongst teachers considering that they may never have taught or trained as an
English language teacher before the plan was implemented.

The first part of this paper considers the transformation of Australian language
policies by successive governments from and including the Whitlam Labor
Government. It also looks at the approaches to language education in Australia
and various languages programs at all levels of the Australian schooling system,
with particular attention to the use of ‘intercultural language learning’ and
‘transdiciplinary teaching and learning’ methodologies.

Current language curriculums implemented at a primary school and a junior
high school in Australia will be introduced and discussed in the latter part of
this paper.

It is clear that the nature of language education in Australia, which in
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comparison to Japan is a multilingual society, and Japan is quite different. An
understanding of second language education in Australia, which has more than
a thirty year history of active promotion, may prove invaluable to the
development of English education at primary school level.

Language education which includes ‘intercultural language learning” and
‘transdiciplinary teaching and learning’ as described in this article may give
some insights into how teaching English at primary level in Japan could be

improved.
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