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ABSTRACT

AgreatdealofenergyandeffortlSeXPendedon EngllSh educatlOnln

Japan Evenso，therelSnOShortageofcrltlCISm，from thelnternatlOnal

COmmunltyandwlthlnJapan，aboutthelneffectualnatureofthestudy．

Naturally・CurrlCulumwouldbetheflrStPlacetolookforlmprOVementS

TheNatlOnalCourseofStudylS，however，a Very prOgreSSIVe document

advocatlngpraCtlCalcommunlCatlOnSkllls Then perhaps thetestlngOf

EngllShasasubJeCtforentranceexamlnat10nSShould berevleWed．Yet。n

thecontrary，effortstomaketestsmorecommunlCatlVelnnaturehavebeen

atoppr10rltylnreCentyearS PerhapsthelntrOductlOnOfEngllSheducatlOn

toelementaryschooIswllllmprOVethesltuatlOnInthatcase，Whatsub］eCt

WOuldbercmovedtomakewayforEngllSh，andlSthereanyguaranteethat

thecourseswouldbeoflastlngValuetotheyoungstudents？Sucharethe

manyquestlOnSfaclngEngllShedtlCat10nlnJapanInthlSPaPer，unlVerSlty

freshmanwereaskedvlaqueStlOnnalreWhatthelreXperlenCeOfstudylngOf

EngllShwasllkelnSeCOndaryschoollarldwhattheypercelVethey would

haveldeallyllketohavedonelnregardstoEngllSheducatlOn AddltlOnally，

partlClpantSlnthesLudywereaskedtosharethelrVleWpOlntSOnthelSSueS

Of unlVerSlty entranCe eXamlnat10nS and thelntrOductlOn Of EngllSh

educatlOntOelementaryschooIs

ge訂叩OrdgEmgJsろe血Cαわ0花，Cぬssroomre5eαrCん，gFエ
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1．1ntroduction

EducatlOnlSValuedhlghlylnJapanesesoclety OnesubJeCtWheremuch

effortandexpenselSSpentlnSChooIsISthatofEngllShlanguageeducatlOn

ThlSISSaldtobebecallSeOfthelmpOrtanCeOfEngllShasatestsub］eCtfor

unlVerSltyentranCeeXamlnatlOnSandforemploymentandcareeradvance一

mentlntheemerglnglnternatlOnalsoclety．Itwasreported548，574students

tookthegeneralEngllShexamlnatlOnOrSeTltaaShLhenln19971）ThlSflgure

doesnotlnCludethemanyappllCantStOprlVateunlVerSltleSthatmakethelr

ownexamlnatlOnSandlnCludeEngllShasatestsubJeCt．

Some startllng COntradlCtlOnS are eVldentln the study of EngllShln

Japan．Forexample，ltlSgenera11yagreedthattheaverageJapanesecltlZen

hasnocompelllngneedtouseEngllShlnthelreVerydayllfe（Suzukl，1991）

Furthermore，the maJOrlty Of respondents to a survey belleVe Very few

studentswllleverbecomeeffectlVeSPeakersofEngllSh2）．Anotherquagmlre

lS that of the ablllty Of theJapanese teachlng perSOnnel actlVeln the

natlOn’s classrooms．Whlle teacherslnJapan’s secondary schooIs are

thoughttobeamongthehardestworklngOfteacherslnanyCOuntry，there

has been no shortage of self－CrltlCal remarks by concernedJapanese

educatorsthemselvesasManto（1994）comments・

ItlStruemanyJTEswhoteachEngllShlnClasscannotcommunlCateln

EngllSh，andthelrlnStruCtlOnlSdonetotallylnJapanese（1994128）

WlthregardstolmPrOVlngforelgnlanguageeducatlOn，Japan’SMlnlStry

of EducatlOn haslong been one of the most progressIVe advocates of

practlCalcommunlCatlOn．Conslder these comments on forelgnlanguage

educatlOnWhlChappearedlntheNatlOnalCourseofStudyln1951thatseem

to crltlCIZe unquallfled factllty，Class organlZat10n and prlOr teaChlng
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methods

OnChmculumdeuelopment－　tObaseanycourseofstudytosult

teacherswhodonotknowthelrSub］eCtWell，Ordonotknowhowto

teachlteffectlVely・OrdonotcaretoadoptnewerorbetterldeasIS

unsclentlLICandutterlyregresslVe

OnCulturalALmS－　unlessgreaterstressISlaldontheculturalaspect

thanlSuSuallydonelnaforelgnlanguageclass，StudentswlllmOtknOw

morcabouttheforelgnCOuntryOrpeOplethanthosenottaklngthe

language

OnUTILtDeuelcpTneTlt－　PupllstendedtolearnOrmemOrlZematerlals

lnanlSOlatedwaywlthoutseelng relatlOnShlpS Whleh couldlead to

generallZatlOn and wlthout often seelng relatlOnShlpS between the

materlalsand Lhelr OWnllVeS3）

ThesesamebasICCrltlCISmSCanbeheardfromvarlOuSSeCtOrSOfsoclety

nowalmosthalfacenturylaterfrombodleSSuChastheCentralCouncllfor

EdueatlOnWhlChovertheyearshasrepeatedlycalledforthelmPrOVementOf

forelgnlanguageeducatlOn TheNatlOnalCourseofStudyoutllneSnumer－

OuSObJeCtlVeSforEngllSh・German，Frenchand“Otherlanguage programs

ItnowlnCludescomponentscalledKohLlSaLRLha10rlnternatlOnalunder－

Standlng，andOralCommunlCatlOn・Alargenumberofnewtextbooksfor

the subJeCtS have been wrltten and submltted for authorlZatlOn tO the

mlnlStry，yetltlSqulCtlyacknOwledgedlnthatsuchbooksgounusedln

manypubllCandprlVateSeCOndaryschooIsbecausetheylackrelevanceto

unlVerSlty CXarn PreparatlOn and are not based upon the grammar－

translatlOnmethodwldelylnuSe
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Thesystem of entrance by exam tolnStltutlOnS Of hlgherlearnlng

lntenSlfledwhenthegrowthoftheschooIslntheunlVerSltySyStemnearly

doubledandthepopulatlOnOfstudentsmorethantrlpledbytheyear1971

TheCentralCouncllforEducatlOnlnltSDlreCtlOnSforCurrlCulumReform

lSSuedln1971statedthat・

ForelgnlanguagetralnlmgShouldalmatglVlngStudentsaknowledgeof

forelgnlanguagesandtheabllltytOuSetheselanguagesforcommunl－

catlngWlthpeopleofothersocleties（Beauchamp，1994・225－6）

TherealltyOfthesltuatlOnhasnotescapedtheattentlOn Of NatlOnal

Councll on EducatlOnal Reform whlCh reportedln the Thlrd Report on

EducatlOnalReformln1987that・

AspolntedoutlntheSecondReport，EngllShlanguagelnStruCtlOnlS

verylnefflClent・ltlSneCeSSarytOmakeabasICreVleWOftheteachlng

contentandmethodsofthlSSub］eCt．

InEngllSh educatlOnln the future，emPhasIS Should be placed on

masteryoftheEngllShlanguageasanlnternat10nallanguageasatool

forlnternatlOnalcommunlCatlOn．Thecontentand the methods of the

teachlngOfthlSlanguageShouldberevleWedtoslmpllfythecontent

and help to develop students，sklllln aCtlVe COmmunlCatlOn Wlth

forelgnerS（Beauchamp，1994：327）

Masteryofaforelgnlanguage，andthewldespreadreformthathasbeen

calledfortoattalnlt，repreSentloftygoals Thegoalsforanewcommunト

catlVeCurrlCulumandltSaCCOmpanylngpraCtlCalreformmeasures advo－

catedby theMlnlStryOfEducatlOnarelnaCCOrdancewlth the emerglng

approachesofthelearner－basedorlearner－Centeredclassroom that many

－82－



VleWPOlntSOnEngllShEducatlOnlnJapanPercept10mSOfJapaneseUnlVerSltyStudents（Walker）

1anguageeducatorsnowpropose MuchofthebasISforthese“approaches”

evoIvedoutoftheendof thesearch for aperfectlanguage teachlng

method”asdescrlbedbyNunan（1988）whostates．

A maJOrlmPetuS tO the development oflearner－Centredlanguage

teachlngCameWlththeadventofcommunlCatlVelanguageteachlngIn

fact・thlSISmOreaClusterofapproachesthanaslnglemethodology，

WhlChgrew ouL of the dlSSatlSfact10n Wlth struCturallSm and the

SltuatlOnalmethodofthe1960，s

abasICprlnClpleunderlylngallcommunlCatlVeapprOaChesIS that

learners mustlearn not only to make grammatlCally correct，

proposltlOnalstatementsabouttheexperlmentalworld，butmustalso

developtheabllltytOuSelanguagetogetthlngSdone（198824L5）

UslnglanguagetoaccompllShtasksortofllllnlnformatlOngaPSISalso

afundamentalconeeptlnCOmmunlCatlVelanguageteachlng AddltlOnally，

lnlearnerrbasedteachlngtheprocessoflanguageacqulSltlOnlSenhancedby

thelearnertaklnganaetlVereSPOnSlbllltyforthelrlearnlngbyactlngaSa

SOurCeOfcontentlntheclassroom Campbelletal（1992），eXpreSSltaSS。

ThernalnprlnClplelnlearner－basedteaehlnglSthatallclassactlVltleS

CanbedoncuslnglnformatlOnthatthelearnersthemselvesbrlngtOthe

class（1992．5）

ThlSneWOPenneSStOengagethelearnerlnaCreatlVeprOCeSStOdevelop

thenecessarystrategleStOformulatethelrOWnCOmmunlCatlVeCOmpetence

（CandleandSwaln，1980）lSeXplalnedbyHarel（1992）asf。11。WS
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CommunlCatlVeCOmpetenCedevelopswlththeacqulSit10nOfcommunlr

catlVe StrategleS durlng the process of communlCatlng Wlthln the

lmmedlate SOClal framework．A framework，then，for acqulrlng a

secondlanguagelSOnelnWhlChstudentsarelnVOIvedlntheprocessof

reclprOCalactlVlty，COmmunlCatlOnWlthotherslnWhlChthefocusISOn

thecontentandmeanlngOfthemessageratherthanontheform（1992・

157）

ArefreshlngamdlnSlghtfulanalogyregardlngtheempowermentofthe

learner，andwheretheresponslbllltyforcreatlVltylnlearnlngreSldes，1S

provldedbyScarcellaandOxford（1992）lnthelrWOrkwhlChfocusesonthe

lndlVldualln theclassroom

Thelearnercreatesthesecondlanguagemuchasaweavercreatesthe

tapestry・Ultlmately，thelearnerdecldeswhentheproducトthedegree

ofcommunlCatlVeCOmpetenCerlSadequateandwhatltSSIZelShape，and

texturearetobe．Othersmayhelpalongtheway，butlnthelongrun，

thelearner，senthuslaSmanddeslretOlearnshapethequalltyOfboth

theprocessandproductoflanguagelearnlng（1992・Vll）

MuchoftheprogressIVenOtlOnSforreformandexpansIVegOalsthatthe

MlnlStryOfEducatlOnlnJapanhavecalledforarelllustratedlntheabove

commentarybyrecognlZedlnternatlOnalexperts ThetreIldsnowprevalent

ln the fleld oflanguage educatlOn COlnClde wlth the goals for EngllSh

educatlOnlnJapan，ssecondaryschooIs・Bothagreeontheneedtofocuson

practlCalcommunlCatlOnandtoprovldethe students wlth the necessary

tooIs or strategleS tOlnltlate aCtlVe and reclprOCal communlCatlOn・

CreatlVltylntheuseoflanguage，andtheopportunltytOeXpreSSldeasfreely

lnaSuppOrtlVeatmOSphere，bothlnSldeandoutsldetheclassroom・aregOals
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allpartleSSeem tO beln agreement Wlth Provldlng Students wlth these

OppOrtunltleStOgrOWandfacllltatlngthatgrowthlSStlllanotherfuTICtlOn

Ofeducat10nthatbotheducatlOnaladmlnlStratOrSandresearchesagreeon．

Butwhataboutthestudents？Wherehavetheybeenandwhatdotheythlnk？

In order to obtaln a Clearer plCture Of how students vleW the EngllSh

educatlOn ClrCumStanCeS WhlCh surround them，a queStlOnnalre WaS

dlStrlbutedtounlVerSltyfreshmanlnJapantoseewhatandhowtheyhave

Studled，andwhatthelrperCePt10nSareOnthelmPOrtantlSSueSOfentrance

examlnatlOnS and thelntrOduetlOn Of EngllSh educat10n tO elementary

schooIs

2．ResearehDesign

2．1SubJeCtS

A totalof118students，Of whlCh65were male and53Were female，

PartlClpatedlnthestudy ThestudentswereenrolledatthreeunlVerSltleSln

three dlfferent prefectureslnJapan The students were all flrSt－year

freshmanatthelrreSpeCtlVeunlVerSltleSandwerenotmaJOrlnglnEngllSh．

ThestudentshavestudledEngllShfora totalofsIX yearSln］unlOr and

SenlOr hlgh school and some may have taken extralessons from extra－

CurrlCularprlVateSChooIsor］uhulnOrdertofalrbetteronthelrunlVerSlty

entranceexams．Someofthestudents，referred tolnJapanese as ronmOr

masterlesssamural，mayhavespentayearortwostudylngatpreparatOry

SChooIs oryobLho after falllng tO galn entranCe by competltlVe eXam tO

unlVerSlty Thus，thestudentslnthlSStudyrangefromelghteen to twenty

yearsofage

2，2ProeedllreS

AquestlOnnalre WaS dlStrlbuted to st11derltS before mldtermlnJune of
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1996　The questlOnS Were prlntedlnJapanese and the students recelVed

lnStruCtlOnS On the mannerln WhlCh thelr anSWerS Were tO be recorded．

Students were glVen up tO30mlnuteS tO COmplete thelr anSWerS The

quest，10nnalreWaSanOnymOuSandthestudentswerelnformedverballyand

lnprlntthatltWOuldhavenobearlngOnthelrgrades，andthereforetowrlte

thelranSWerSWlthoutconcernofreprlSal RanklngSandratlngSWeremade

by wrltlngln numbers of rank or clrCllng ratlngS ThesectlOnS requlrlng

qualltatlVereSpOnSeSWeretObewrlttenlnJapanese．ForuselnthlSpaper，

the questlOnnalre，ranklngS，ratlngS and wrltten reSpOnSeS have been

translatedfromJapaneselntOEngllSh．

2．3QuestionnaircFormat

Gender．Male Female Age．

I．OfthesevensklllareasllStedbelow，ranklnOrder（ト7）theamollntOf

ClasstlmelnJunlOramdsenlOrhlghschoolllSedforltSStudy．

（SklllareaslnClude readlng，Wrltlng，Speaklng，11Stenlng，grammar，

vocabularyandpronunclatlOn）

la．PleasewrlteyOurOPlnlOnSOrlmpreSSlOnS Of your EngllShlanguage

StudylnjunlOrandsenlOrhlghschool

E OfthesevensklllareasllStedbelow，ranklnOrder（lA3）theskllls you

WOuldllketohavestudledmostlnJun10randsenlOrhlghschool

（SklllareaslnClude readlmg，Wrltlng，Speaklng，11Stenlng，grammar，

VOCabularyandpronunclatlOn）

IIa．Inthefuture，WhatdlreCtlOndoyouthlnkshouldbepursuedforEngllSh

languageedllCatlOnatJunlOrandsenlOrhlghschooIs？PleasewrlteyOur

OplmlOn

In．Doyou thlnk EngllSh should belnCluded as a subJeCt tO be tested on

unlVerSltyentranCeeXamlnatlOnS9
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Absolutely Absolutely

lnCluded notlnCluded

10　　9　　8　　7　　6　　5　　4　　3　　2　　1　　0

ⅢaIfyouagreeltShouldbelnCluded，Whattypeoftestwouldbesultable？

IfyoudlSagreeWlthltSlnCluslOn，WhylSthats09

IV DoyouthlnkEngllShlanguageeducatlOnShould be started at elemen－

taryschooIs？

Strongly Strongly

Agree DISagree

10　　9　　8　　7　　6　　5　　4　　3　　2　　1　　0

IVaIf you agreelt Should be started，What klnd oflessons would be

Sultable71fyoudlSagreeWlthltStartlng．WhylSthatso？

2．4DataAnalysIS

Nomlnal data was obtalned through　the ranklngS，and Llkert scale

ratlngS．ThequestlOnnalrelnCludesquantltatlVeOrOpenqreSpOnSequeStlOnS

from whlCh the students’OplnlOnS arellStedln Order of appearance and

dlSCuSSedln generalparameters．Data for the formerlS analyzed by the

meanstotalandstandarddevlatlOn，WhllethelatterlSanalyzedthrough a

descrlPtlVe preSentatlOn Of numerlCal outcomes calculated from student

responsesbaseduponorderoffreqllenCy

3．Results and Discussion

QuestlOnl

QuestlOnIaskedstudents“OfthesevensklllareasllSted below，rankln

order（1－7）theamountofclasstlmelnJunlOrandsenlOrhlghschoolused

forltSStudyrThesklllareaslnCludereadlng．Wrltlng，SPeaklng，11Stenlng，

grammar，VOCabulary and pronunclatlOn The results were calculated by
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glVlngSeVenPOlntSforaflrStranklng，SlXpOlntSforasecondranklng，and

SOOndowntoonepolntforaseventhranklng．Thcoutcomes based on the

polnttOtalsareasfollows：

Readlng

Wrltlng

Speaklng

LIStenlTlg

Grammar

Vocabulary

PronunclatlOn

ThosepeoplefamlllarWlthEngllSheducat10nlnJapanwouldnotbellkely

toflndthescresultsSurprlSlng．Ithasbeensuggestedthat becauseof the

natureofunlVerSltyentranCeeXamlnatlOnS，the currlCulumln SeCOndary

SChooIsfocusesuponthesklllsemphasIZedln the hlgher ranklngS Shown

above・However，SlnCetheexamlnatlOnShavesolongbeena featureofthe

educatlOn SyStemlt Can be postulated that teachers arelacklngln the

Capablllty tOteaCh theoral－auralskllls，Orperhapsquallfled to but not

lnCllnedtodosobecauseofthecontentoftheexamlnatlOnSItlStruethat

effortsareconstantlyunderwaytolmprOVetheexamlnatlOnSandthereby

lnfluencethecurrlCulum．However，furtherresearchshouldbeconducted to

determlne What extent the EngllSh educatlOn SyStemlnJapanlS belng

boggeddownbytheexamlnatlOnS，aCumCulumthatcaterstotheexamlna－

tlOnS，andthelnabllltyOrlackoflnCentlVeforteacherstopresentmaterlal

lntheclassroomthatwouldresultln apprOaChlngthegoalsstatedln the

NatlOnalCourseofStudy
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QuestlOnIa

PleasewrlteyOurOPlnlOnSOrlmpreSSlOnSOfyourEngllShlanguage

StudylnjunlOrandsenlOrhlghschooI

ThewrlttenresponsesgroupedlntOgeneralcategorleSarellStedbelow

l）ClasstlmeWaSuSedforentranceexamlnatlOnpreParatlOn．

2）LessonswereunlntereStlngandlackedconversatlOnpraCtlCe．

3）whatwelearnedwasofllttleuseorforgotten

Theresponseswerenotencouraglnglnthesensethatthestudentstook

thlSOPpOrtunltytOPOlntOutthelrdlSSatlSfactlOnWlththetlmetheyspent

lnClassatsecondaryschooIsbeforecomlngtOunrverslty OnaposltlVe

note，afewresponsesemphasIZedthetlmetheyspentlnClasshelpedthem

Wlththelrreadlngabllltyandaswlllbeseenbelow，readlnglSaSklllthe

StudentsfortunatelyexpressanlntereStln

Questl竺旦

InQuestlOnITstudentswereasked，“OfthesevensklllareasllStedbelow，

ranklnOrder（1－3）thesklllsyouwouldllketohavestudlCdmostlnJunlOr

andsenlOrhlghschool”Thesevcnsk111areaswereagalnreadlng〉Wrltlng，

Speaklng，11StCnlng，grammar，VOCabularyandpronunclatlOn Theresults

WereCalculatedbyglVlngthreepolntSforarlrStranklng，tWOpOlntSfora

SeCOndranklng，andonepolntforathlrdranklng Theoutcomesbasedon

thepolnttOtalsareasfo日Ows

Readlng　　　　（3）

Wrltlmg　　　　（6）

Speakl咽　　　　（1）
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SpeaklngandllStenlngarerankedflrStandsecondhere，butshowedupln

thelastranklngSlnQl．ReadlngWaSrankedthlrdandthlSISlmpOrtantln

thatltShowsthatstudentsarenotreadytoreJeCtthenon－Oral－auralskllls

slmplybecausetheyfeelthosesklllsmayhavebeenoveremphasIZedlnthe

currlCulum

QuestlOnⅡa

Inthefuture，WhatdlreCtlOndoyouthlnkshouldbepursuedforEngllSh

languageeducatlOnat］unlOrandsen10rhlghschooIs？PleasewrlteyOur

ThewrlttenreSpOnSeSgrOupedlntOgeneralcategorleSarellStedbelow

l）ConversatlOnLessons

2）PractlCalEngllSh

3．）MorelessonswlthnatlVeSpeaklngteaChers

ltlS Clear that the responses reflect the ranklngSln QII as well as

relnf。，CethesenseofdlSSatlSfactlOnShownabovelnQla Studentsappear

towantsomethlngdlfferentthantheyarebelngOffered・Orperhapsmore

varletylntheklndandqualltyOfthelrlnStruCtlOn

ltshouldbenotedthatnoneofthestudentsrespondlngtOtheque＄tlOn－

nalreSOughttoportraythelrJTEslnanunfavorablellght，SOtheldeathat

blameforthelrdlSSatlSfactlOnShouldbeplacedonthelrteaChershas n0
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basISlntheseflndlngS．

QuestlOnⅢ

DoyouthlnkEngllShshouldbelnCludedasasub］eCttObetestedon

unlVerSltyentranCeeXamlnatlOnS9

Absolutely Absolutely

lnCluded notlnCluded

10　　9　　8　　7　　6　　5　　4　　3　　2　1　0

TheaverageforthenumerlCalresponsesIS692for thestudentswltha

StandarddevlatlOnOf2・536AtaratlngOfnearlysevenpolntSltSeemSthe

StudentsarenotentlrelyagalnStthelnCluslOnOfEngllShasatestsubJeCt

ThlSmaybetheresultofthelrlntereStlnthestudyofthelanguage What

thelrlntereStlSSeemStOberepresentedbelowlnthetypeofexamlnatlOn

theywouldflndsultableaslndlCatedlnthequalltatlVeWrlttenreSpOnSeS

below．

QuestlOnⅢa

IfyouagreeltShouldbelnCluded，Whattypeoftestwouldbesultable9

1fyoudlSagreeWlthltSlnCluslOn，WhylSthatso？

ThewrlttenreSPOnSeSgrOupedlntOgeneralcategorleSarellStedbelow

l）ConversatlOn／lnterVleW

2．）LIStenlng／hearlng

3．）PractlCalEngllSh

The content of an exam thought sultable by students mlrrOrS thelr

lntereStlnhowclassesbeorganlZedlnSeCOndaryschooIsItlSClearthatthe

Studentsarereassertlngthelrpreferenceforclassestheywouldhavellketo

191－



VleWpOlntSOnEngllShEducatlOnlnJapanPerceptlOnSOfJapaneseUnlVerSltyStudents（Walker）

havehadatthesecondarylevelwhlChappearedlnQ2above・Ofthestudents

whofeltEngllShshould notbeasub］eCtteStedontheentranceexamlna－

tlOnS，thereasonglVenWaSthatsuchexamsshouldbebasedonthelntended

fleld of study the student would pursue at unlVerSlty ThatlS tO Say・

studentsma］OrlnglnafleldunrelatedtoEngllShneednotbeburdenedwlth

thestudyofEngllShlfltlSnOtrelevanttothelrCareergOals・

QuestlOnⅣ

DoyouthlnkEngllShlanguageeducatlOnShouldbestartedatelemen－

taryschooIsり

Strongly Strongly

Agree DISagree

10　　9　　8　　7　　6　　5　　4　　3　　2　　1　　0

TheaverageforthenumerlCalresponsesIS608forthestudentswltha

standarddevlatlOnOf2．860．ThetentatlVenatureOfthlSflgure，belngOnly

sllghtly hlgher than a neutral ratlng Of flVe pOlntS rePreSentS SOme

amblValence on thepart of the studentsInslght of how thlS may have

resultedlSreVealedbelowlnthequalltatlVeWrlttenreSpOnSeSbelow．

QuestlOnⅣa

lf you agreelt Should be started，What klnd oflessons would be

sultable？lfyoudlSagreeWlthltStartlng，WhylSthatso？

ThewrlttenreSpOnSeSgrO11pedlntOgeneralcategorleSarellStedbelow．

1）ConversatlOnlessons

2）PlayactlVltleS，gameSandsongs

3）LessonstolntereStyOungStudentslnEngllSh
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WhenconslderlngthelntrOductlOnOfEngllShtoelementaryschooIs，the

StudentsdonotwantyoungchlldrentobesubJeCtedtothesametypeof

CurrlCulumtheyexperlenCedlnSeCOndaryschool・Moreover，theemphasISOn

COnVerSaLIOnlSlnllneWlththelrPreferencesforhowclasstlmeShouldbe

Spent OfthestudentswhowereagalnStthelntrOductlOn，COnCernSOVerthe

lSSueSOfbulldlngupJapaneselanguagesklllsflrSt，thatelementaryschooI

Studentshaveenoughtodoalready，andthatEngllShmlghtendupbelng

testedasothersub］eCtSare，WerealsoemphasIZed

4．Conclusion

RevleWlngthedataLromthevleWpOlntOfthestudents・perspectlVeShows

thestudentsthemselveshavedeflnlteldeasonwhat・Whenandhowthey

Shouldbestudylng ThecommunlCatlVeClassroom forEngllSheducatlOn

thatlSadvocatedbybothadmlnlStratOrSandresearchershasyettobe

reallZed accordlng tO the students Though currlCulumlS COnStantly

undergolngreVISlOnS・ltappearSthestudentsarenotconvlnCedthatwhatlS

actuallyhappenlnglnJunlOrandsenlOrhlghschooIclassroomsISWhatlS

bestforthclreducat10n WhllethestudentsarenotagalnSttheunlVerSlty

entranceexamlnat10nSentlrely・theydoexpressastrongpreferencethatthe

COntentOftheexamsbechangedmuehllketheysuggestedthecurrlCulumln

theseeorldary schooIs should be revISed TheapprehenslOn Students ex十

PreSSedregardlngthelntrOductlOnOfEngllSh educatlOn tO elementary

SehooIsISfurtherlndlCat10nOfthelrCOnCernSOVerthetradltlOnalpatternof

Classroomdrlllsandtestlng EffortsareunderwaytolmprOVeteStlng，

CurrlCulum and teacher tralnlng GlVen the wldespread agreement by

admlnlStratOrSreSearChersand studentson the communlCatlVedlreCtlOn

EngllSheducaLlOn Should takelltlS tlme tO focus on the obstacles to

lmPlementlngafullandproperrevISlOn
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Notes

l）TheUnlVerSltyEntranceExamlnatlOnCenter，1997

2）YomlurlShlmbun，March14，1988

3）MlnlStryOfeducatlOn，Nat10nalcourseofstudy，1951
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