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ABSTRACT

The Kimnyong Sa Gul Cave (126° 46’ 38’* east longitude: 33° 32’ 26"
north latitude) is located in Kimnyong-ri, the northern extremity of
Cheju province of Korea. On the south of the cave, there is a lava
cave museum exhibiting the materials of Manjang Cave which is
well-known as the longest and one of the most unique lava caves in
the world. It can be accounted for on the basis of analysis of the
rock formation of the Pyoseonri Basalt that the Kimnyong Sa Gul
Cave was formed at the Ist stage of the 2nd eruption period of Cheju
volcanic island. The length and the hight of the Kimnyong Sa Gul

Cave are 705m and 60m, respectively.

Lava caves usually consist of rocks and water. However, |it is
characteristic that the Kimnyong Sa Gul Cave contains sand in
addition to rocks and water. At the entrance of the cave, a monument
is built admiring the distinguished service rendered by So-Lin, a
government official, in early 16th. There must have been a disaster
which has something to do with the cave, snakes and food. So-Lin
is considered to have fulfiled an important role to overcome the

disaster.
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The data obtained from the analysis of the sand composition of
the Kimnyong Sa Gul Cave is significant to the study of geological
features of Cheju volcanic island in its 2nd eruption period and

geology.

The data is also interesting from the viewpoint of natural preserva-
tion and tourist development. Besides, an assumption can be made
that the sand may be composed of residuum of the bones of ancient
people. To the north of the cave is the seashore. This seashore is
a nice sandy bathing resort. The sand on this seashore does not
contain any residuum of ancient people. The reason why the sand
here has a quality different from that in the cave is that the
original sand was carried away by the north wind and the sand was
brought from abroad.

A chemical analysis of the sand composition of the Kimnyong Sa
Gul Cave shows that 87.13% of it is CaCO, and the rest is composed

of 11 other elements.
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tion Analysis for CaO
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